THE patient, a woman of about 30 years of age, was instructed to press her hands together against traction exercised by a nurse holding them apart. When she did this actively the vocal cords and then the ventricular bands became approximated and the voice was restored to some extent. When the sounding noise-machines were placed in her ears her voice became quite loud.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. JOBSON HORNE asked whether this was really a case of functional aphonia. The larynx did not present the clinical appearances usual in such cases, and the voice had not been restored. Care should be taken as to how these cases were described. A wrong description might do the patient much harm. In the present case the loss of voice appeared to be due entirely to the state of the general health. Pains should be taken to exclude pulmonary tuberculosis. If that disease were present, no effort should be made by the patient to produce the voice. Loss of voice-at times mistaken for functional aphonia-was one of the earliest signs of the incidence of phthisis.
Mr. H. J. BANKS-DAVIS (President) said that sometimes " functional aphonia" was one of the earliest signs of tuberculosis of the larynx, and that this was an accepted fact.
Mr. H. M. WHARRY said he had tried the method in five cases, and in three, in which the voice was very weak, there was marked temporary improvement, but only as long as the pressure was kept up. In two cases in which there was no phonation from the cords he found no improvement from the pressure. Dr. H. SMURTHWAITE agreed that one should make sure there were no signs of tuberculosis before calling a case functional aphonia. In functional aphonia, much depended on the observer's personality and power of moral suasion. There were two forms of functional aphonia-one spastic, in which the false cords came together, the other in which they did not. The instrument would have no effect in the spastic cases.
Sir JAMES DUNDAS-GRANT (in reply) said that apart from the question of tuberculosis in this case, he brought it forward solely to show the application of Negus's hand-pressure and the noise machine as adjuvants in the treatment of the functional aphonia which had existed for a number of months.
Fibro-lipoma of Larynx. PATIENT, a male, aged 60. History of " asthma" for many years.
"Catarrh" for five years; unable to sleep lying *down. "Rasping" and " drawing " noise in the throat in the morning. Has a feeling of wanting to swallow.
July 21, 1919: Removed growth from the front aspect of the left aryepiglottidean fold, at its junction with the arytenoid, by a cautery snare. The at SAGE Publications on June 21, 2016 jrs.sagepub.com Downloaded from
